
Robert Buller (MBA, Arts’71) has been
appointed Dean of the Faculty of Commerce and
Business at Douglas College of New Westminster
and Coquitlam, BC (suburbs of Vancouver). He
formerly headed the Marketing Department at
the neighboring Kwantlen Polytechnic University.
Douglas, a Baccalaureate College, offers BBA
degrees and numerous other undergraduate
degrees and diplomas. Douglas also has two
university partners in China – Shanghai and
Harbin – where they offer BBA degrees in
finance to Chinese students, following the
Douglas curriculum and taught in English by a
combination of Douglas and local professors.
Robert, a former Director of Alumni Affairs at
Queen’s and an adjunct professor of business in
the early 1990s, has continued to serve as an
advisor to project courses in Queen’s and
Cornell-Queen’s Executive MBA programs.
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1977 Bob Murison with his
daughters Lisa and Leanne

Classmates Carol Devenny and Grant
McDonald (both BCom) recently celebrated
their 25th wedding anniversary with a visit to
Ireland. One highlight was a stop at the “other”
Queen’s University in Northern Ireland, situated
“on a beautiful campus in central Belfast, much
like its sister university in central Kingston.”
Irish and Scottish Gaelic being so different,
“unfortunately, no one there knew what an Oil
Thigh was,” they say. They’re back to enjoying
life in Ottawa with their son Braden. Carol is a
partner and leader of the audit practice at
PricewaterhouseCoopers and Grant is partner-
in-charge of the tax practice at KPMG.

1982

Carol Devenny and Grant McDonald in Ireland

1984
Tony Bird (BCom) has been appointed Vice
President, Real Estate Investments for Weloga
Corporation, a Canadian real estate investment
and asset management company with holdings
in development land, office, hotel and mixed
use properties in Québec and Ontario. Tony,
Celia (BCom, Law’88), and their daughters
Meredith and Emily live in Toronto. Their email
is anthonyrbird@gmail.com

1986
Patti Perras Shugart (BCom) has left a managing
directorship at CIBC World Markets to join RBC
Dominion Securities. Patti has become known
for her work with Women in Capital Markets, an
organization dedicated to the professional
development and advancement of women at all
levels within Canada’s broad investment industry.

1991
After 12 years abroad in Australia, Singapore
and England, Mike van de Water (BCom) has
returned to Canada, settling back into Ottawa in
September. Since he’s looking forward to getting
back in touch with people he hasn’t seen “in
far too long,” please write to him at
Mike_van_de_Water@hotmail.com

1979
Bob Murison (BCom) has family
news. His daughter Lisa, a Queen’s
Bandsie, graduated this spring with
an Hon. BA, with distinction, and is
now at Western doing a Master’s
degree in Speech Pathology.
Younger daughter Leanne finished
her second PHE year at Queen’s,
majoring in Developmental Studies,
and is now in Scotland for her
third-year studies on an international
exchange. “Like their dad, they
both love Queen’s,” Bob says.

1976
Richard Boadway (MBA) and his wife Hanneke
were bereaved by the tragic accidental death of
their daughter Klara, BA’06, on March 31, while
she was biking in Leiden, Holland. She was
pursuing her dream of being a doctor at the
university there. Among the many other family
members and Queen’s friends mourning the
young athlete/scholar are her grandfather, John
Boadway (MSc’64, PhD’65), and her aunt, Anne
Boadway, (MBA’82, Artsci’76, Ed’76).

Frank Huggins (BCom) is an executive recruiter
at Mandrake, a Canadian leader in the field for
more than 30 years. Frank and his wife, Mary
(Ridler) (PT’76), live in Toronto and have three
grown children.
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ALUMNI NOTES

1994

May was a big month for George Rossolatos
(BCom) Toronto. On May 6, the Globe and Mail
Report on Business announced that he was one
of this year’s bright young “leaders of today and
tomorrow” in the “Top 40 Under 40” chosen by a
Caldwell Partners panel from 1,500 nominees. And
then on May 14 he and his wife Zoe welcomed their
first child, Nicholas, “a little big guy” weighing in
at 9 lb. 3 oz. and measuring 22 inches. At 35,
George is partner and co-founder of Torquest
Partners, a private equity firm with $700-million of
equity capital under management. The company
thrives on “friendly takeovers” – acquiring, forming
partnerships with, and investing in businesses
that would thrive with operational support from
Torquest’s 19 expert staffers. Among these partners
have been Lowepro, Herbal Magic and Global
Traffic Technologies. For more details, look for
“Top 40 Under 40” on the Internet and follow the
links to George.

1996
Rob Renaud (BCom) and Sarah (Bryant)
(Artsci’96), parents of Hunter, were proud to
welcome their second son, Jake Crawford, in
Toronto on July 11, 2007. He weighed 8lb. 1oz.
Rob is still in commercial real estate with
Devencore Realties, Toronto. Sarah, who will
soon be going back to work, is well into the
second year of her term as President of Queen’s
Alumni Association. They can be reached at
renauds@rogers.com

Michael Castellarin (BCom) and his wife
Merianne are proud to announce the birth of
their third child, Matthew, on Sept. 14 in Toronto.
As shown, Matthew clearly is much loved by his
big sister Rachel and big brother Connor.

Scott Richardson (MBA) writes a mellow note
about things he enjoys outside business: being
married to Leanne, walking and training their
miniature dachshund Mabel, and the prospect
of visiting Bonaire and using his day skipper
certification to go sailing on the Solent.

1995

George, Zoe and Nicholas Rossolatos

Scott Richardson and his wife Leanne

The Castellarin family welcome baby Matthew

Andrew Long (BCom), his wife Gina, and their
children Molly, 6, and Simon, 5, have been living in
The Beaches, Toronto, since 2007. For more news,
write to them at Andrew@criticalpathfinders.com

Mark Rechihi (BCom) shared in the reflected
glory when his CEO brother Alex (Artsci’96) was
named one of Canada’s “Top 40 Under 40” for
2008 (see the Globe’s Report on Business, May
6). Mark and Alex opened their first Extreme
Pita location in Waterloo 11 years ago and now
have 200 franchises across Canada and 30 in
the States. In 2006, they created Extreme
Brandz and opened a Mexican grill restaurant
called Mucho Burrito.

Rich Seres with his wife Mary and their daughter Virginia

1993
Richard Seres (BCom, CQEMBA) has left
Kingston after nine years and headed west
with his wife Mary, Artsci’08, and their
daughter Virginia, 8. Rich, former Executive
Director for Marketing and Communications
at Queen’s, has been named VP Marketing at
Vancity, Canada’s largest credit union. While
in Kingston the Seres certainly strengthened
their Queen’s ties, Rich completing his
Cornell-Queen’s Executive MBA program this
year and Mary completing her BA in English.
Friends are invited to contact them at
rseres2008@queensbusiness.ca

Send an update for the next QSB Magazine – it’s easy.
Just go to http://queensbusiness.ca, enter your confidential password and user ID, and
update your Alumni Profile’s “Personal and Other Information” section. Check “Publish in
the next QSB Magazine?”, and that’s all there is to it. Don’t forget to include a recent photo!
You can also mail submissions c/o QSB Magazine to the address on page 1.
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QSB alumni are a well-travelled bunch who seem to gravitate towards one another, as chance
encounters in remote places attest.

Have you ever encountered a fellow alum while lining up for opera tickets in Vienna, or when
on a safari in Africa? Tell QSB Magazine about your out-of-the way rendezvous, and we’ll
publish it in the next issue. It can be a recent story or an old favourite, as long as the setting is
surprising or exotic. Anecdotes accompanied by photos taken at the site of the encounter,
featuring both or all of you, are especially welcome.

This submission comes from Glen Cavanagh, QSB’s Director of Marketing and Communications,
whose alumni encounter took place on the South Nahanni River in August. Glen was part of a
six-man expedition led by tour guide John Moore (BCom’74, MBA’76) renowned QSB account-
ing professor and Director of the Ottawa Executive MBA Program.

The South Nahanni River winds through a large wilderness
area near the border of the Yukon and Northwest Territories.
Its history and breath-taking scenery have inspired numerous
books and made it a magnet for canoeing enthusiasts and
wilderness hikers alike. From the awe-inspiring Virginia
Falls, which are twice the height of Niagara Falls, to the
magnificent canyons, with sheer rock walls rising two
thousand feet above the river, travelers are rewarded
with stunning panoramas around every corner.

In early August, John Moore led a six-man, three-canoe
expedition down the South Nahanni River. While at Virginia Falls, John was surprised to run
into former student and alumnus of the Ottawa Executive MBA program, Alex Fraser
(EMBA’04). Alex was sharing a Nahanni rafting adventure with his two daughters Marie

and Kamille. John was happy to
reminisce with Alex and pose for
the photo at top. “It proves yet
again that you run into Queen’s
alums in the most interesting
places,” says John.

FANCY MEETING YOU HERE …
Alex Fraser with his two daughters Marie and Kamille posing in front of Virginia Falls with John Moore

1999
Steven Klein (MBAst) recently took up the position
of Director, Business Development, with Labopharm,
a specialty pharmaceutical company. He lives in
Montréal with his wife, Heather Young (MSc’99), and
daughters Dahlia, 7, and Sarah, 5. Steven’s email is
sjk@sympatico.ca

The six-man crew on the expedition
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Marcia (Gidley) Tupling (BCom) and husband
Robert are thrilled to announce the birth of their
daughter Alison Joan (6 lb. 4 oz.) at Credit Valley
Hospital, Mississauga, ON, on July 1. Everyone
has settled into the new routine.

1997
Jason Boggs (BCom) and his wife Katherine
welcomed the arrival of their second son, Henry,
on Aug. 4, 2007.

Adam Poyntz (BCom) married Shannon Phillips
(NSc’00) on Nov. 3, 2007, at Deerhurst Resort,
Huntsville, ON, in the company of many Queen’s
alumni. They live in Toronto, and by the time this
issue is published, they expect to be celebrating
the birth of their first baby.

1998
Steven Tait (BCom) is in Hanoi, Vietnam, after
volunteering with VSO Canada. “Trying to branch
out and see the world,” he writes, “I quit my job
and took a six-month position helping local NGOs
with their IT needs.” Anyone wanting to stay in touch
or share their own Vietnamese experiences with
Steven can reach him at puhtee@yahoo.com

Alison Joan Tupling
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David Stapley (EMBA) is now in his sixth year
of living and teaching in China and has no idea
when he might return to Canada for good. He
currently teaches the Humber College (Toronto)
business program to Chinese students and has
moved to Xiamen (“think south Florida year-
round”) to teach in their Logistics program.

Carrie Truman (BCom) and Ben Keys (Arts/PHE’00),
who married in 2005 and are living in Thornhill, ON,
are proud to announce the birth of Natalie Violet Keys
at North York General Hospital last Jan. 8. She
weighed 7 lb. 11 oz. Carrie is a public relations
manager at Procter & Gamble and Ben is
Director of Content Distribution at CTV.

Robert Wakulat (BCom) who teaches in U of T’s
Faculty of Law, was the winner of the Canadian
Bar Association National Environmental, Energy
and Resources Law Section (NEERLS) Law
School Essay Contest for 2008. Robert’s winning
essay was “Canada’s 2007 Climate Change
Action Plan: Plan of Action or More Hot Air?” It
was cited for its depth and scope of analysis,
degree of originality and tremendous amount of
research. Friends and classmates can contact
Robert at rwakulat@tricolour.queensu.ca

2000

Nick Dillon (BCom) moved back to Canada in
May after living in Belgium for five years and
working in strategy consulting for Bain &
Company. After some time off in Toronto and
South America, Nick has started working for Bain
in their Toronto office.

Branika Macias-Brusin (BCom) and husband
Daniel welcomed a baby daughter, Maya Katarina
Macias-Brusin, on May 25.

2003

Rob Arnoth (EMBA) achieved a 4th Degree Black
Belt (Yondan) in karate and several international
honours. Rob studies traditional Okinawan Karate
under Kyoshi Tallack in Kingston, ON. While
attending the third World Butoku Sai (Martial Virtues
Festival) in Kyoto,
Japan, in late April,
Rob became only the
eighth Canadian to
receive the coveted
Samurai title of Kenshi
(Master Instructor).
He was part of the
Canadian delegation
performing for Prince
Higashi Fusimi. Rob is
pictured outside
Kyoto’s ancient
Butoku-Den training
hall. After 17 years
of studying the art
and science of
karate, Rob says,
”It’s a good struggle
for me!”

Geoff Tabachnick (BCom) has joined Clarium Capital
Management, a global macro hedge fund. He resides
in New York City.

2004

Helen McLellan (EMBA) has taken on a new
role as Executive Officer in the Faculty of Science
and Engineering at York University. Classmates
are invited to contact her at helenm@yorku.ca

2001

James Brennan (EMBA) relocated to Barrie, ON,
this fall, along with his wife Vicki and daughter
Nathalie.

2002

A.J. Keilty (BCom) married Alexandra Wilson on
May 10 at the Gananoque Inn and Spa. “Family
and friends enjoyed two beautiful days of golf
and boating in the Thousand Islands, followed by
fabulous food, wine and dancing on the shores of
the St Lawrence River,” A.J. reports. He is President
of The Varsity Property Group, a real estate
development firm based in Kingston, and Alexandra
teaches with the Limestone District School Board.

Carolyn Rogers (EMBA) is another of the three QSB
grads who was chosen by Caldwell Partners as one
of 2008’s “Top 40
Under 40” – young
“business leaders of
today and tomorrow.”
After working in
banks, credit unions
and management
consulting, she
took her new MBA
to a new job as
President and CEO
of Hydroxyl, a
waste-water
treatment company based in Victoria, BC.
Growing her staff from nine to 38, she has won
Hydroxyl international recognition for water treat-
ment systems that reduce the environmental
impact of various industries, cruise ships and
municipalities. For more on Carolyn’s career, go
to the website for “Top 40 Under 40” and follow
the links to her.

ALUMNI NOTES

A.J. Keilty and Alexandra Wilson marry in the Thousand Islands

Maya Katarina Macias-Brusin

Rob Arnoth, 4th Degree Black Belt

Julie Nixon (BCom) married Robert Rentsch
on Sept. 8 in Portland, Oregon, where they
now reside. The wedding was attended by
immediate family, but a larger celebration with
extended family and friends is planned for Fall
2009. Meanwhile, the happy couple can be
reached at
nixonjulie@yahoo.ca

Julie Nixon weds Robert Rentsch in Portland, Oregon



2005
Court Carruthers (EMBA), Toronto, won his place
among Caldwell Partners’ annual cross-Canada

selection of “Top 40
Under 40” business
leaders as President
of Acklands-
Grainger Inc. (AGI)
and senior VP of
W.W. Grainger Inc.
They had long
histories, Acklands
having been founded
in Winnipeg in 1889

and Grainger in 1927. Court combined their
production of electric motors, wooden farm
equipment and vehicles to make the conjoined
companies Canada’s largest distributor of industrial,
safety and fastener products: 60,000 products,
155 outlets and $700 million in annual sales.
For more on Court and his citation, check the
Internet under “Top 40 Under 40.”

Vincent Fung and Munir Jivraj (both EMBA)
were among 2008’s outstanding young business
leaders selected by CalgaryInc magazine as Alberta’s
“Top 40 Under 40.” Vincent, a self-confessed
“dancing geek” who owns Alberta Dancesport and
has raised Calgary’s profile in the international
dance community, was cited as owner, founder
and CEO of Debian Information Technologies.
Debian manages technology for 400 small and
middle-sized businesses across Western Canada.
His co-winner Munir Jivraj, a native of Tanzania and
now a long-time Calgarian,
earned his accolade as the
Oilsands royalty planning
manager for Suncor Energy Inc.,
handling up to $3.5-billion in
projects annually. For more
about both grads, go to
www.calgaryinc.ca/40under40.

Bill Lane (EMBA) is Director of Business
Consulting for Right Lane Strategies, helping
businesses and associations grow and become
more profitable by defining and achieving their
goals and developing sales and marketing plans.
He has more information at Bill.lane@right-
lanestrategies.com

Chris MacFarlane (EMBA) is now Vice-President,
Corporate Engineering, of Cogeco Cable Inc.,
overseeing the company’s engineering across
Canada. Chris has accumulated more than 20
years of experience in telecommunications and
technology companies, having been with NCR,
AT&T Canada, and his own successful business
telephone company before being recruited by
Cogeco in 1999 as Director of IP Operations for
Ontario.

Dorothy Mays (EMBA) was recently elected by
the Governance Committee to the Board of
Directors for the Brant Community Healthcare
System in southern Ontario. She will continue her
work as a Capital Project Manager for Hamilton
Health Sciences, developing new research facilities
for hospital sites throughout the city.

Robert Marsh (BCom) is relying on the support
of his fellow QSB alumni in his pursuit to become
Canada’s Next Great Prime Minister, a national
competition produced by the CBC. At press time,
Robert was leading the voting among 150 other
candidates from across the country. View his video
platform and all of the campaign updates at
http://www.cbc.ca/nextprimeminister/candi-
dates/robertmarsh.html
Robert is counting on all QSB alumni to vote online
before January 14th, 2009 by visiting the link above.
If successful in capturing one of the final four
spots in the competition, Robert would be debating
his competitors on a nationally-televised program
featuring four former Canadian Prime Ministers.
Email marsh.robert@gmail.com to find out more.

Rich Seres (CQEMBA) See update under 1993.

The wedding dance of Chris Polson and Emily Goldstein
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Ashutosh Chandra (MBA) and his wife Darshana
are pleased to announce the birth of Anya on
April 30 in Bangalore. “She brings good luck and
prosperity to the family,” says Ashutosh, “and
keeps everyone in the family engaged, especially
brother Ayush.” Ashutosh currently heads Airline
Marketing and Aviation Contracts at India’s new
Bangalore International Airport. Since its opening
on May 24, an additional five international airlines
have begun flying into Bangalore.

2006

2008

2007
Chris Polson (AMBA) married Emily Goldstein on
May 17 in Miami Beach, Florida.

Ashutosh Chandra and his wife Darshana,
with their son Ayush and newborn daughter Anya

Robert Marsh enters the Next Great Prime Minister competition

Munir Jivraj
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QUEEN’S BUSINESS CLUBS

You can help us cut costs by ensuring we have your current email address. We’ve
been sending invitations by ground mail to alumni who reside in cities served by a
Business Club for whom we don’t have email addresses. We’ll be sending one last
ground mailing of event invitations in the New Year to these alumni. This mailing will
include instructions for sending us your email address and will provide the option of
continuing to receive invitations by mail. Please take a moment to respond and help
us save trees, as well as money that is better directed to our students and pro-
grams. Remember: you can update your email address at queensbusiness.ca or
by emailing alumni@business.queensu.ca

It was a very busy fall with Business Club

events held from Hong Kong to New York to

Montréal and points in between. Hundreds

of alumni attended these cost-recovery

events, organized in conjunction with local

QBC Executives who pulled out all the stops

to offer a varied program of speakers.

COMING SOON:
Invitations only by email or ground mail by request

Peter Jensen, a renowned expert on coaching and high
performance, is introducing his new book, Igniting the Third
Factor: Five Lessons from Olympic Coaches for Leaders, at
events across Canada for alumni of the School’s academic
and executive education programs. His book tour takes him
to Vancouver (Feb. 2), Calgary (Feb. 3), Winnipeg (Feb. 5),
Ottawa (Feb. 10), Kitchener/Waterloo (Feb. 11),
Toronto (Feb. 12) and Montréal (Feb. 17).

Montréal
June 3 – Marc Gagnon, Cirque du Soleil’s
Executive Vice President, Business Services
and Development, is the featured
speaker at Cirque’s Montréal facility.

Ottawa
Jan. 29 – Anthony Cary, British High Commissioner
to Canada, and Christopher Henderson,
President, Lumos Energy, share their views on
“The Business of Climate Change” at an evening
reception and presentation sponsored by the High
Commission.

UPCOMING EVENTS - Mark your calendars for these confirmed events; details on others in the works to come.

A highlight of the season was a tour of Business Clubs by Bill Bamber, MBA’94
(see cover story on page 12) and Professor Louis Gagnon (see his article on
page 16). Bill’s presentation on his experiences at Bear Stearns in its dying days
was followed by a discussion moderated by Louis Gagnon. The events brought
out record numbers of attendees at stops in Vancouver, Calgary, Toronto,
Montréal and New York in October and November.

SUMMER/FALL 2008 QBC EVENTS
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Ottawa
Kevin McCort, EMBA’05, President and CEO of CARE Canada (shown below, left) was the keynote speaker at an event in October.

Hong Kong
Scott Carson, MBA Program Director, hosted a dinner and presentation for Hong Kong alumni in November.

Toronto
Robert McFarlane, BCom’83, Executive VP & CFO, Telus Corporation, spoke at an October event and presented a cheque from Telus for $5,000

in support of Queen’s Field and Stadium project

Calgary
A Pre-Stampede Pub Night was held at the Barley Mill in June An October luncheon featured SMART Technologies’ VP Marketing Linda Thomas.

Tom Connell, Managing Director of Standard & Poors Canada, spoke at a November event also attended by the current class of MBA students.



Frosh Week, September 2008

Photo by Bernard Clark

PARTING SHOTPARTING SHOT



Alumni brunch a Homecoming highlight
Classes from 1948 to 2003 filled the Atrium to renew old friendships at the annual QSB
Homecoming brunch on Sept. 27. A highlight was the presentation of class gifts from
Commerce ’78, ’93 and ’98 totaling nearly $1-million. Classes continue to raise funds for
class gifts; contact Tina Bailey at TBailey@business.queensu.ca for more information.

Janet Isaac, MBA’78, won a digital camera in the Class Photo Contest for her photo,
at right, and write-up about her class’s reunion: “MBA'78 had a strong turn-out with
25 classmates returning for our 30-year reunion of shared memories, laughter, and
beverages. A Friday night get-together at the University Club and Saturday dinner at
Goodes Hall were fabulously arranged by Donna Lounsbury. Many classmates
turned out for the QSB brunch, some braved the rain to watch the football game –
but didn’t streak at half-time, as promised (thank goodness). A good time was had
by all and we look forward to an even greater turnout in 5 years!”

As most alumni have learned, Queen’s has moved Homecoming from Fall to Spring
for at least 2009 and 2010.

Plans are underway for a Spring Reunion in 2009 that will feature a traditional brunch for
returning alumni at Goodes Hall and other on-campus events and programs.

If this is a year for your class to mark an anniversary, watch your inboxes and mailboxes
for details coming soon.

You can also visit http://homecoming.queensu.ca, or email Tiffany Pauls at
TPauls@business.queensu.ca or alumni@business.queensu.ca for more information.

SPRING REUNION 2009
May 22 to 24
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